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 In All Things Excellence 

COMING
EVENTS
 Bullying! No Way
National Day Friday 20
March cancelled
 P&C Meeting
Staffroom, Tuesday 24
March, 7:15 cancelled
 Interschool Swimming
Carnival ’B’ Division,
ALAC Wednesday 26
March, 9:30am
cancelled
 Assembly Room 2.3
Year 1 Assembly Hall,
Friday 27 March,
8:50am cancelled

Corona Virus Information
Currently there is an ever changing volume of information being shared with the
public about the Corona Virus (COVID-19) from many different sources. Some of the
information can cause confusion/anxiety/panic and is misleading. The Health
Department is guiding all government departments and should be consulted for
clarity of information. Their website address is: https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/
Articles/A_E/Coronavirus .
Over the weekend the Federal and State Government’s imposed new guidelines that
are impacting on how schools operate going forward and further changes
announced by the Prime Minister overnight will make further impacts on our daily
lives. In response to the changes including no mass gatherings of 500 people
outdoors and 100 indoors to be organized we have taken the following steps:
a. All Interschool student activities to be cancelled until further notice, this includes
the Interschool ‘B’ division Carnival scheduled for next week. We will not be
participating in Multisports day.
b. RSL has cancelled all ANZAC marches and services for 2020. We will not hold a
ANZAC Service.
c. Assemblies will be cancelled until further notice.
Merit certificates will be presented in class each fortnight. This will be in-school
with students only.
e Breakfast Club will close until further notice.
f. School Banking has been temporality halted from Friday 20 March by the
Commonwealth Bank.
g. We are reviewing the convening of P&C Meetings and School Board meetings.
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At school we are actively promoting the following simple rules to minimize the risk to children:


Regular washing of hands with soap and water for 20 seconds or using an alcohol-based hand gel



Refraining from touching mouth and nose



If coughing or sneezing, covering your nose and mouth with a paper tissue or flexed elbow



Disposing of the tissue immediately after use and performing hand hygiene



Try to increase your personal space around others



Stay home if you are feeling unwell

We will communicate with you as government directions impact on the operation of schools. In the event of a
school closure, I will inform all parents/carers through our usual communication processes. Temporary School
Closures are initiated only by the Health Department through the Department of Education.
Up to Date Contact Details for Communication
If we need to contact parents/carers about any updates or temporary school closure I will be doing so via email/
SMS/Facebook/printed notes (for those without email contacts). It is therefore important that we have your most
up to date contact details. Please notify the school office if your contact details have recently changed.
Assembly
Do you think you could simultaneously press buttons with your left and right hands, left and right feet and head?
Well, that is exactly what Ms Walter’s Room 4.2 Year 3/4 class achieved in their performance at last Thursday’s
assembly when they sang the Button Factory chant! Congratulations Room 4.2 on an entertaining assembly.

Many thanks to Ms Walter and her class for updating the National Anthem and school song onto an audio-visual
presentation with the words of the two songs and supporting graphics.
Congratulations to students who were awarded Merit Certificates at the last assembly acknowledging their ability
to follow the SAILS behaviour framework particularly for achievement, effort and improvement - well done.

Until further notice school assemblies will be cancelled.

Attendance
I am sure that you are all aware that ‘Every Day Counts’ in relation to children’s learning at school. The Telethon
Institute (Student Attendance and Educational Outcomes: Every Day Counts, 2013) completed research on
student attendance and found that a day missed by children can create gaps in their learning that will be difficult
to catch up.
Teachers are actively encouraging children to attend school every day (unless they are unwell) and a following up
absences seeking reasons for the absence. Mr Senn, School Attendance Officer, is running competition amongst
classes to increase attendance and to ensure parents/carers provide reasons for absences (verbal/face -to-face/
telephone/written notes/email/text). Below is the current attendance for each year level and unauthorised
percentages represent the percentage of student’s absences that we have no reason from parents/carers:
Faction Swimming Carnival
Breakdown

Attendance Rate % Regular At Risk Indicated

At Risk Moderate At Risk Severe Auth. %

KIN

94.8% ↓

22

6

PPR

93.9% ↓

52

5

5

Y01

93.6% ↓

47

5

Y02

92.0% ↓

40

Y03

92.9% ↑

Y04

Unauth. %

81%

19%

1

56%

44%

6

1

65%

35%

13

7

1

76%

24%

39

5

4

1

51%

49%

93.1% ↓

36

8

5

1

61%

39%

Y05

94.2% ↑

53

7

3

1

64%

36%

Y06

93.7% ↓

39

5

2

2

67%

33%

Excited swimmers travelled to Albany Leisure and Aquatic Centre on Wednesday 4 March for the annual Faction
Swimming Carnival. The program looked different to past years with the removal of most novelty events
focussing on the swimming events of breaststroke, freestyle, backstroke, butterfly and medley. A smaller
contingent of swimmers participated in the carnival as an outcome.
Everyone had participated well and displayed high levels of ‘sportsmanship’ and team spirit throughout the
carnival. Swimmers had little time to sit in their faction bays between events as the carnival flowed from one
swimming stroke to the next. Parent support was strong throughout the carnival. All the children who participated
in the carnival appreciated you coming down to cheer them on and watch them do their best. Many parents acted
as officials (judges, life saver, starter and timers) and without your assistance the carnival would not have been
possible – thank you. Congratulations to Kalgan who swam themselves onto the winner’s dais with 382 points.
The shield was presented to the Kalgan Faction Captains, Khiam and Layla at the conclusion of the carnival.

Results:
1st Kalgan
2nd Yatana
3rd Millbrook
4th Nararup

382 points
342 points
331 points
308 points

Year 5 swimmer Creed broke two records 11 year Boys
75m Freestyle (set in 2010) and 11 year Boys 50m
Breaststroke (formerly his brother Ned’s).
Ms Menegola did a wonderful job organising and running
the carnival. Thank you to staff who assisted Ms
Menegola in running the carnival – whether it was in the
bays or as an official or back at school.

Scitech Incursion
Did you know that you can grow the same
cabbage seed in three different parts of the
World and they will be different colours – red/
green/purple? The years 4-6 classes found this
out during one of the great experiments that
Scitech presenters demonstrated with help from
our students. Pre-primary to year 3 children
were hooked by the science recipe book and
experiments that they participated in during
their show. A very worthwhile incursion that
promoted everyday household chemicals

GRIP Workshop for Student Councillors
Our Student Councillors participated in a GRIP
Workshop at the Entertainment Centre last Tuesday,
together other student leaders from schools across the
Great
Southern
Region.
Student
Councillors
participated in high energy activities designed to
challenge and develop their leadership skills. They
learnt that GRIP is the acronym for:
Generosity - Willingness to use what you have been
given (time and resources) on behalf of those you seek
to influence.
Responsibility - We all have a responsibility to develop
what we have and help others to live well.
Integrity - A commitment to truth and honesty in
dealings.
People - Every human being is of great significance,
and has a purpose to fulfil.
The Student Councillors were full of enthusiasm and
energy following the workshop. We look forward to
them channelling this energy and knowledge into their
Student Councillor roles.

Synergy Solar Challenge
Have you ever wondered how fast a
small solar panel car can travel? This is
exactly what two teams of year 6 boys
and girls, who represented our school,
were faced with last week. They
travelled to NASHS and each team was
given 60 minutes to construct a solar
challenge car from a range of known
materials that they had previously used
in class.
Teams competed against each other
based on a random draw over three
timed runs with their cars. The six
fastest teams played off in the finals.
Our girls’ team were just pipped in being
placed in the final and the boys’ team
made the finals and finished third. Each
team member received a certificate and
the boys a $30 voucher each!

Flinders Regatta
Matthew Flinders’ birthday is commemorated by our school on 16 March each year. His birthday is celebrated by
the running of the Flinders’ Regatta at lunchtime from 1:00pm on the school oval. In pairs, year 6 students built
ships using recycled materials and were scrutinised by Admiral Bushell to ensure all ships comply with race rules
– one cardboard box and the freeboard no less than 50mm. Once all the scrutinising had been completed the
flotilla edged up to the starting line before being set off to race each other to the finishing line. Congratulations to
the winning crew of Abbey and Mischa! A number of ships sailed off course or sank along the way!

School Board Meeting
School Board will be reviewing how it will meet on Monday 6 April in the Staffroom Conference Room from
7:00pm. New school Board members Kirrilly Lindberg and Justin Taubman will be introduced.
Agenda items include Delivery and Performance Agreement, Code of Conduct, One Line Budget for 2020 the
operation budget for 2020, the progress of the Business Plan 2020-2022, a review of the targets, tabling of
operation plans and their progress to date, reviewing the Student Mobile Phone policy and tabling of the Annual
Report 2019 for endorsement.
On behalf of the School Board we would like to acknowledge the efforts and contributions made by inaugural
member Mrs Judy Caldwell (since 2015) and Mrs Kylie Freer (a 3-year term) to School Board. The time you have
willingly given to School Board has been most appreciated.

Voluntary Contributions and Charges
To date, 100 families have paid their Voluntary
Contribution of $60.00 per student (There is a
discount for families of more than 3). There is a total
of 289 families in our school community. All families
who have paid their Voluntary Contributions by the
end of Term 1 will go into a draw to win a gift basket.
If you are unable to pay the Voluntary Contribution in
one amount, please arrange with the Manager
Corporate Services Mrs Jacinta (Jac) Whiting to make
manageable payments. These arrangements will be
kept confidential

Voluntary Contributions 2020

$60.00 per student
capped at $180.00 for 3 students or
more per family
Payment at office by Cash, Cheque or
Direct Debit on BSB: 066500
Account Number : 00903326

P&C Disco and Meeting
Congratulations to Gillian Sevier and her fundraising committee on a successful Under the Sea disco last
Thursday evening. Craig Andrew cooked up a storm on the barbecue and frypan keeping up with the demand for
‘a sausage in a roll’ and the volunteers in the canteen kept drinks and other yummy treats coming for the hungry
disco dancers. Many children (and parents) had gone to great lengths and/or creativity to dress up for the theme.
I saw mermaids, unicorn mermaids, divers, octopi, hovercrafts, and lots of beach wear in attendance. Thank you
families for your support. The disco raised approximately $2 000.
Next week’s P&C meeting on Tuesday 24 March has been cancelled and the P&C will convene a meeting using
technology with its Executive Committee.
Richard Bushell
Principal

Community News
Please note notices appearing in this section are not necessarily endorsed by the school. We provide this space
for community groups to advertise to the school community. It is up to parents to scrutinise the activity and
providers as to the suitability /appropriateness for their child.

For Sale by Tender
8 Stage Blocks 1200 x 1200x 300mm Plywood construction
The stage blocks are excess to the school’s needs and will be sold as is.
Stage blocks can be inspected during office hours from 9:00 to 3:30 pm.
Tenders to be submitted in writing addressed to:
Private and Confidential
Attention: The Manager Corporate Services
Flinders Park Primary School
Yantana Road
ALBANY WA 6330
Tenders close Friday 27 March 2020 at 3:30 pm.
The highest tender will not necessarily be the tender
accepted.
Successful tenders to arrange pick up and removal of the
stage blocks within 7 days of notification.

