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 In All Things Excellence 

COMING EVENTS
 Book Fair, finishes this
week Friday 1 November
 School Fun Run (Cash
donations close) Friday
1 November
 Jumps and Throws Year
3-6, oval Monday 4
November
 School Board meeting,
Conference Room
Monday 4 November,
7:00pm

Assembly
Congratulations Student Councillors on hosting the first assembly for the term. We
also appreciated viewing the skipping capabilities of the year 6 boys and girls in their
skipping videos and found the ‘skipping bloopers’ to be very humorous. Thanks to
the year 6 children for your skipping and to Ms Menegola for videoing and editing the
year 6 skipping.

 Senior Faction Carnival
Year 4-6, oval Wednesday
6 November
 Assembly Room 3.3 Year
3 Assembly Hall Thursday
7 November, 8:50 am
 Junior Faction Year P-3,
School Oval Thursday 7
November, 9:45am

Congratulations to students who were awarded Merit Certificates at the last assembly
acknowledging their ability to follow the SAILS behaviour framework particularly for
achievement, effort and improvement - well done.

 School Development Day/
Show Day Friday 8
November
 Grounds Committee,
Conference Room
Tuesday 12 November,
8:00am

Mrs Roggio’s Year 3 Room 3.3 class will be hosting the next assembly on Thursday 31 October 2019 from
8:50am in the Assembly Hall – all family and friends are invited to attend and support students in their
performances and presentations.
51 Yatana Road, Albany WA 6330 Tel (08) 9844 7200
flinderspark.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Obstacle-a-thon
Kindergarten
and
pre-primary
classes/groups
participated in the annual obstacle course event last
week. Kindy A completed their course on Wednesday
23 October and the remaining kindergarten and preprimary children completed their obstacle course on
Friday 25 October. Parents, grandparents and other
supporters were there in good numbers and the
children responded to the support offered by the
adults. From all accounts everyone enjoyed the
opportunity and their lunch. Thanks to the ECE
Committee for cooking lunch – the smell of the
cooking beforehand was mouth-watering!

Aboriginal Cultural Workshops
Elder Larry Blight visited the school last week on
Monday and Tuesday and shared some of his
immense Aboriginal cultural and history knowledge
with six classes. He demonstrated how Menang
people made tools for a range of purposes, discussed
the lifestyle of traditional people of the local area and
shared his knowledge of local bush tucker plants. A
high level of interest was shown by children in his
talks and demonstrations.

P&C Fete and Colour Run
Last Saturday’s school fete and colour run drew a steady number of visitors to the school oval over the four hours
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. An interesting range of stalls and car boot sales attracted many looking for a bargain or
quality products. A P&C cake and drinks stall helped to feed the hungry bargain hunters together with a coffee
van and food vendor. A bouncy castle, circus activities and Jamie the Clown kept many children busy. Badge
making and cake decorating also added to the attractions for children. At 1:00pm children and adults gathered for
the start of the colour run. Water pistols were fully charged and obstacles were in place. Lots of excitement and
anticipation could be felt around the oval. On the start signal all runners took on the challenge of running around
the track trying to avoid a good soaking from the water pistols. After 15 minutes running the colour was
exhausted, as were a number of runners! Many children and adults recovered with infusion of colours on their
white clothing – there were many stunning random designs as an outcome of the run!
Once all the takings and outgoings are finalised and the school fun run closes on Saturday 2 November we will
have a clear total from the day and share that through the newsletter and P&C Facebook.
Children now need help to ensure they collect their cash donations and return them to the school office by
4:00pm Friday 1 November with their forms or have the donors donate online by Saturday 2 November. We will
explain how children can order their prizes after all the donations dates have closed.

Band 3 and String Ensemble Concert
A number of our instrumental students are involved
after hours in Concert Band 3 and the String
Ensemble. These two groups are made up of children
from five local public schools and practice once a
week. The two groups toured the local primary schools
on Friday 18 October and performed for our students
after lunch. Both groups performed well and our
children joined in when they could and demonstrated
good appreciation for the quality of the music the
concert band and string ensemble performed. Many
thanks to the Instrumental Music Schools Service
teachers for developing the young musicians and
bringing the two groups to our school.

Book Fair
The Scholastic Book Fair is currently in the Library
and will run until Friday 1 November with the last
sales at lunchtime from 1:00-1:25pm.
School Board
School Board will next meet on Monday 4 November
from 7:00pm in the Conference Room. Agenda items
will include an update on school finances, NAPLAN
data 2019, setting of Contributions and Charges 2020
and the School Development Day agenda. Parents
and carers are welcome to attend the meeting as
observers.
Faction Athletics
Next week will see lots of athletic feats being achieved
as we will be holding our annual faction athletics.
Jumps, throws and the distance running events for
year 3-6 students will be held on Monday 4 November
from 8:50 am on the school oval. On Wednesday 6
November, year 4-6 students will compete in the
Senior Carnival from 9:00am. On Thursday 7
November from approximately 9:45am Pre-primary –
year 3 students will participate in the Junior Carnival.
Event programs have been sent home for your
information.
It is my expectation that siblings will only participate in
their carnival as competitors and will be in class during
the other carnival unless they are an invited student
helper. I wish all students a successful carnival and
hope to hear of many personal bests being attained.
Parents are most welcome to attend over the two days
and we look forward to your involvement.
Canteen will be running its normal menu over the two
days and orders will be taken down to competitors in
their class crates. Parents and friends are welcome to
order morning recess and/or lunch too. Icy poles will
also be on special at 50 cents each.

Planning for 2020 - Students Leaving
As we move towards the end of the year it is
important that we have an accurate picture of school
numbers for the new school year. It is crucial that you
inform the school office of any intention to move from
Flinders Park Primary School in 2020. Our funding
and the way we organise our classes is dependent on
a clear understanding of student numbers in each
year level across the school. From here on and for the
remainder of the year, notifying us if your child will not
be here in 2020 will assist greatly when it comes to
planning for the new school year. If you will be away
in the first three weeks of the 2020 school year,
please let the office know so your child(ren) can be
counted in the February census as this determines
our Department funding for the school year.
Class Placements for 2020
Flinders Park Primary School staff use the following
guidelines in the placement of students in classes:
1. Students with disabilities are placed into the most
appropriate class taking account of parent wishes,
teacher availability at that year level, the needs of
the student and other students requiring special
placement.
2. A balance is to be achieved relating to academic
performance, behavioural, social and emotional
issues for each class.
3. Issues experienced by students who in the current
year may have experienced severe or several
disruptions to learning in the current year.
4. Parent request
5. The final decision being the deputy or principal
managing the class structures.
I will not be accepting any parent requests that
nominate a particular teacher as these requests
complicate an already complex process of placing 430
+ students into 17 classes. Your child's classroom
teacher will collaborate with other year level teachers
to determine the best placement for your child for
2020. In most instances parent requests that we have
received that do not meet school practice have
aligned with teacher decision-making. Parents can
best assist their child in building resilience by
supporting the teachers’ placement of your child and
reassuring your child that everything will work out fine
with their new teacher. It is quite normal for children to
be anxious about changing teachers.
I will consider parent requests that relate to academic,
behavioural, social and emotional matters using the
class placement guidelines above.
All requests must be in writing, addressed Private and
Confidential, Richard Bushell, Principal and be
received by Thursday 7 November 2019.
Voluntary Contributions 2019
$60.00 per student
capped at $180.00 for 3 students or more per family
Payment at office by Cash, Cheque or
Direct Debit on BSB: 066500
Account Number : 00903326

problematic, please contact the school to arrange for
us to phone you to advise you when the school will
reopen.
Questions?
Please contact the school on 9844 7200 if you have
any questions about planned closures during the
bushfire season.
Bush Fire Plan and Readiness
The Department of Education is committed to
maximising the safety of its students and staff. Flinders
Park Primary School was added to the Bushfire Zone
Register in 2018. Inclusion on this register means that
the school may be required to invoke a pre-emptive
closure on a day for which a Catastrophic Fire Danger
Rating (FDR) has been declared for the City of Albany.
A Catastrophic FDR means that if a fire starts, it is
likely to be uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast
moving.
What does this mean for our school?
When given advance warning by the Department of
Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) that a
Catastrophic FDR has been forecast for a given day,
the Deputy Director General (Schools) may direct the
pre-emptive closure of Flinders Park Primary School. If
the school receives such a direction, you will be
informed of the possible planned closure by a letter
sent home with your child. Parents of students absent
on the day this letter is sent home will be contacted by
telephone, so please ensure the school has up to date
contact details for you.
In the intervening period between the declaration of
the pre-emptive closure and the day of planned
closure, DFES will keep the Department informed of
any change to the FDR forecast for the declared day.
The final decision to pre-emptively close the school will
be confirmed with the principal no later than 4.30pm
on the day before the planned closure. If the forecast
changes after that deadline, the closure will stand,
regardless of improvements to the weather conditions
later in the afternoon of the day before the planned
closure or overnight. The intention is to limit confusion
or uncertainty for parents and to allow you ample time
to make alternative child care arrangements.
Parents will be advised of the confirmation of closure,
or its reversal, by a note sent home with your child on
the day before the planned closure. Again, parents of
students absent on this day will be contacted by
telephone.
How will I know when the school is reopening?
It is anticipated that the school will typically only be
required to close for a single day at a time, but this will
depend on the weather. You will receive an SMS to
advise you whether the school will reopen the day
after the planned closure, or whether it will remain
closed. The school website will contain a notice to
advise you of the current status of the school closure
and when it is expected to reopen.
I ask that you monitor local media for current
information about fire danger ratings and notification of
schools reopening. Staying tuned to ABC Local Radio
in your locality is advisable. You can also check with
DFES on 13 DFES (13 33 37) or www.dfes.wa.gov.au.
If any of the options listed above for finding out when
to send your child back to school will prove

GIFTED AND TALENTED SECONDARY
SELECTIVE ENTRANCE PROGRAMS:
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR ENTRY
INTO YEAR 7 IN 2021
If your child is currently in Year 5 and entering Year
7 in 2021, I am advising you that applications for
Gifted and Talented Secondary Selective Entrance
Programs are now open.
Children with exceptional academic ability and
creative talent thrive in our Gifted and Talented
Programs. These unique academic, arts and
languages programs provide a challenging
curriculum designed to bring out the very best in
students.
Available at a select number of secondary schools,
including a fully selective academic school, an arts
college, an online option and one regional school
(Bunbury Senior High School), children learn
alongside like-minded peers and are taught by
teachers with expert skills and knowledge.
Your child can apply for these programs no matter
where you live in Western Australia and, once
selected, are guaranteed places at these schools.
Successful country applicants may be eligible to
board at City Beach Residential College and receive
the Gifted and Talented Boarding Allowance.
The Gifted and Talented Selection Unit will be
holding information sessions regarding the
application, selection and placement processes.
To find out dates and locations of the information
sessions and to submit an online application, please
visit
education.wa.edu.au/giftedandtalented.
Alternatively, you can contact the Gifted and
Talented Selection Unit on 9264 4307 or by email at
gtsu@education.wa.edu.au. Two brochures have
been sent home with year 5 children that provide
you with more details.
Applications close Sunday, 9 February 2020.
Late applications are not accepted.
Albany Show Day/School Development Day
Just a reminder that Friday 8 November is the
Albany Show Day and all Albany public schools are
using this day as a School Development Day. School
will be closed for all children on this day.
Term 4 Planner Update
A couple of events unfortunately were omitted from
the Term 4 Planner with the last Navigator. Please
add them to your Term Planner:

Hopper Cup, Thursday 31 October

P&C Meeting Week 8 Tuesday 3 December
Richard Bushell
Principal

